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OUR 1979 EXECUTIVE
It was with great relief and gratifi-
cation that members greeted President
Bob Manchester's decision to stand
for re-nomination after earlier ind-
icating his intention to step down.
This was clearly demonstrated by his
being re-elected President,unanimous-
1y apd uncontested, at our General
Meeting on 28 April 1979.

The Vice-Presidency, up for grabs
following Bill Laidlaw's withdrawal
from nomination for personal reasons,
was filled by Gerry Gerrard who,being
no stranger to executive ranks, will
ensure the well-being of veterans to
be continued.

Bgually gratifying was the re-elect-
ion of our popular Secretary,Lionel
Speller, whose tremendous input and
total dedicatiom is, and always has
been, the axis around which the smoo-
th functicning of the -B.C. Branch re-
volves and the continuation of which
the membership depend s0 much upon.
And finally, incumbent Jack Davles,
re-elected Treasurer, remains in cha-
rge of our cash and, even if he did -
publicly express intentions of taking
a trip to Rotorua(whereinel that ist)

we are assured that the caretaking of
our funds is in good hands. v

We take great pleasure in offering
our thanks and congratulations to our
retiring Executive for an excellent
inning just concluded and a sincere
welcome,with the assurance of our
full and complete support to the new
Executive,together with our very best

good wishes. :

- s it

To permit inclusion of coverage of
our National Convention in Winnipeg,
readers are advised that distribution
of our next edition(Fall 1979)will be
delayed until end of September 1979.

i

"f"l' « by

F:r e .r':.

EXCELLENT TUEN=0UT AT OUH RE~UNION
Could be the Spring or it cduld have
been wider publicity, but whatever it
was, 1t resulted in one of the larg-
est turn-outs E

of menbers at B.C."S
Branch 1979 Annusl Meeting and Dinn-
er Dance in years.

A1l in all, there were 52 present
at the business session snd 113 at
the dance which followed the dinmesr
at Astor Hotel on 28 April 1579.

They came from all over Western
Canada and, with our friends from
Washington State's AMEXPOW, by their
coming, they added much towards the
success of the re-union.

From Manitoba, came Sec/Treas.Sid
Vale, Art and Doreen Lousier and
Frank Harding, from Winnipeg. Eric
Anderson discarded his hip-waders
gnd Emerson town before the Red Riv-
ey flood engulfed it. But cheer up,
Eric, I1t'll all go away!

Northern Alberta was well represen-
ted by Branch President Howard and
Clara Donnelly and Stan Van Koughn-
ett out of Hardisty, and all the way
from Coronach, Sask. we welcomed ag-
ain good old George Price. He never
misses any of our gatherings.

There was also a strong contingent

from the Island which, apart from
our Executive and their respected
ladies, included,amongst others,the

Gerry Mableys, Walter Jenkins' and
Ralph Ingram from Victoria area and

it was good to see Bert and Merle

Broadfoot and Ed Jennings(Campbell

River) as well as Mrs. Lori Berzen-

gki and friend,Wilma Twidale, both

from Lantzville.

Although the parallel convention in
Oregon reduced the size of the group
from south of the border, we were
signally honoured by the presence of
Washington's chief executive Cmdr.
George and Margaret Fernandes, and

( continued on Page 10)
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ROGL - CALI

tion or status.,

nesses and help extended to him and

EDITORIAL
We are informed that fears have been
expressed in regard to what has been
written or permitted to be written and
published within these pages could,
potentially, create waves and threaten
to cause disunity amongst members of
the -Hongkong Veterans Assoclation.

As far a= & threat to unity is congs
erned, it is felt that never has unity
amongst Hongkong Veterans across the
nation and beyond, been glven such a
boost than since the publication of
the Roll Call. This is substantiated

by the overwhelming expressions of
unsolicited appreciation offered by

readers and subscribers from all areas
in ‘Canade as well ss from far away

places on this sarth.
No magazine can continue to exist

without an occasional injection of
NZTNEIM byt - and -this is not address-
ed to the 99.99% of its readers who
like it as it is - if there are any
who wish a change of style or content
resulting in the Roll Call offering
only tasteless pap for fear of lacer-
ating egos, we say this: Since its
inception-eight issues and over thirty
hundred copies ago - we have received
one = and only one - Letter to the .
Editor in criticism. This we feel con-
stitutes a record which we are justif-
iably proud of.

There, therefore, appears to be no
good or walid reason for a change nor
do we intend to effect any such change
- except for improvement. If we can
succeed in showing someone the light,
thereby aiding the cause of veterans,
we will not hesitate to do or say g0.

Your BEditor seeks no reward,recogn-
The Roll Call was,and

ig, an attempt to repay a debit of gra-
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titude for the warm friendships,kind-

his, by Canadians, especially Hongkong
Veterans, since the family emigrated
to Canada 22 years ago. The Roll Call
is the result. Nothing more.

We like what we are doing,we sure
like what our readers are saying and
we will continue to try and interest,
amuse and provide food for thoughtfor
our readers and, most of all, bridge
that communication gap that has exis-
ted for quite some time between Hong-

‘kong veterans.

i
i

THE HON, DANIEL J. MACDONALD

The Roll Call wishes to express our
deep concern and to extend to the
Hon. Daniel Macdonald, Minister of
Veterans Affairs, our best wishes
for a speedy and complete recovery
from the ailment which necessitated
his admittance into the intensive
care unit of the hospital in Charl-
ottetown.

Although we have, on occasions,
geen fit to exercise our right to
fair and,hopefully,constructive
comment in regard to his office, we
have always respected and admired
the man for his courage and fortit-
ude .,

We take this opportunity, in all
sincerity, to wish him well.

THE ROLL CALL

* * * * * »
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I THANK THEE, GOD ol
On thig my &3rd birthday it is quite
natural for me to open my door of mem-
ory and have comrades of the pasi share

jf.

ny Thankfulness with them. Here it is
in the worde of another expressing my
thoughts as my feeble words, because of
my recent illness, will not permlt.
Accept it and share it as my tribute
today :

"I thank Thee,God,that I have lived

In this great world and known its many
Joys; the song of birds,the strong sw-
@et scent of hay. Hille and the lonely
heather-covered moors,music at night,
=nd moonlight on the -sea; the beat of
waves and wild white spray,flung high
in ecstasy.

The faithful eyes of dogs and treasured!
books. The love of kin and fellowship
of Iriends, and all that makes life
dear and beautiful.

I thank Thee,too, that there has come
to me a little sorrow and, sometimes,
defeat, a 1ittle heartache and the
loneliness that comes with parting,and
the word:"Goodbye".

Dawn. breaking after weary hours of pain
when I discovered that night's gloom
must yield and morning light break th-
rough to me again.
Because of these and other blessings
poured unasked upon my wondering head,
because I KNOW that there is yet to
Come an even richer and more glorious
life, and most of all, because Thine
only Son once sacrificed life's Love-
liness for me -

I thank Thee, God, that I have liyed"

May 28, 1896 -~ May 28, 1979

Urish Laite, MG, -_.D-D-
(Padre)

The hand of friendship that this good
and great fan and his wife, has exten-
ded to me and wine,is something many
have sought for and yet failed to find
in a lifetime.

It has been a privilege and
to hear him call usg "friend"
only and deep regret is that
time passed before this gift
way .

My family, and I feel certain all mem-
bers of our Association, joins me in
wishing both Padre and dear Sally:
MANY ,MANY MORE HAPPY RETURNS OF THE DAY

an honour
cand our
g0 much
came our

P U VAR 50 R
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N _LEST WE FORGET ™

It is wlth sorrow and regret that
we report the passing of the foll-
owing comrades :

JAMIE FOWLER MANITOBA
FRED  KYRYLUIK MANITOEA
LEYTON LOCKHART NEW BRUNSWICK
WILLI AWM PIGGOTT MANTITOBA

At the going down of the sun, and
in the morning, we will remember

them.

MAY THEY REST IH PEAC E
CMORI'S FATHER ERAUN
Mre. Audrey Brady, wife of Jack Bra-

dy,former Commander of Washington
State AMEXPOW Association and who, we
sincerely hope,will continue as one
of our contributors, writes:

" You fellows 'who were in Omori with
Father Braun will be glad to know
that he isg 'still active, albeit in a
wheelchair -- and he's only 88}

I'T 'spoke with him on February 20th

(1979) . The sisters at the home had
some' trouble finding him, which
shows how well he gets around.

His voice ie as strong as ever and
his wit as keen. When asked if he
ever had a drink any more, he said:
"Of,course - holy water. Every night
before I retire, they give me a shot
of Irish Holy Water to help me sleep.

Father Rraan spends one day sach
week at a parochial school in Phoen-
ix(Ariz.?) and still performs wedd-
ings and baptisus. He does admit to
a lapse of memory. at times and exp-
Lains it thus: “God takes our memory
away when we get old so we can fore
get the sins of our youth.n

Hie address is: Sacred Heart Home,
1110 N.16th 8t. Phoenix,Ariz. 85006,
in cage you wlsh to write to this
remarkable man. You probably won't
get a reply from him, but he does
enjoy hearing from his old friends.m

Audrey.

John
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EDITOR

Dear John: I don't want you to get
too swell=headed over the fine job
you're doing on Roll Call but I don't
see how it can be 'avoided. Congrat-
ulations - you hawve a natural flalr
for it and a zest that's contaglous.
The Roll Call seems to flourish and
grow- could be because it serves a
real need - acting as a kind of dep-
ot for so many across the land and
overseas - and probably coming at a
time in men's lives when they've done
their running and hustling- earning
thelir bread, raising familles,etc.,’
and are now at a more serene and con-
templative stage in which they can
look back at their lives in full per-
spective and assess the Hongkong exp-
erience as the most intense and dran-
atic period they've passed through.
Enclosed ig a little contribution to
help keep Roll Call rolling. Looking
forward to joining you sconl . Regards
to Speller.and the boys.All the best.
-S“:--i-a.‘i.rant, Bl {.ﬁll}r} Allister
Quebec. .
After which,t'hell wid every second
Thureday's therapy. Sure like your
style and could sure use it when you
do come out thisaway. John

Hi John: Please find cheque for
1979 subscription to the Roll Call.
Why do B.C. members not have to pay?
Its a good magazine for us Hongkong
Vets and well worth the price.
Keep it coming,it is the best unif-
ier we have ever had.

Vedder Croessing Joe Rafferty
Elﬁl

Joe: Thanks. Ié's letters like yours
that makes it what it is. John

Dear John: Enclosed please find my
renewal subscription for Roll Call.
We enjoy reading the Roll Call. It
brings us more up to date on the hap-
penings across the country. Thanks a
lot for your work. e
ec

Winnipegosis, Han.Ruhart N
Many thanks Bob. Your enjoyment is
our reward. God Bless. John

S i iy s S —
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MORE LETTERS ON PAGES 5 & 11

Dear Sir: While on vacation in Flor- ]
ida this winter, I received a copy =
of the Roll Call from Y"Flash" Clay-
ton, who recelved it from Ted Barlow,
both Hongkong Veterans, who are win-
tering in the south.

I am deslrous of receiving a copy of
this bulletin on a regular basis and
would like to know what the subscrip-
tlon rate 18, Will you also let me
know what the branch dues are.

While on our trip, I was walking
around the motel parking lot when I
saw a licence plate which read "EX-
POW" and on enquiring at the motel
office, was able to locate the person
to whom the car belonged.

This veteran was Forrest Dreger, of
Hiles, Wisconein, who was a prisonsr
in Bataan and Corregldor,and he was
very interested in receiving any mews
about the Canadian POWs. We hawe zl=o
agreed to exchange newsletters, and
I would like to send him a copy of
the Rell Call, as I thought it was
a very interesting magazine.

/1 was a prisoner at Niigata, Japan
and worked as a laborer in a steel
foundry at Rinko(spelling isn't right
but it sounded like that) for almost
two years after spending some time
in Hongkong. I was on the same ftrip
to Niigata as Bob Manchester.

- My wife and I attended the conven-
tion in Victoria when the Branch
hosted their last convention for the
crogg-Canada members and we snjoyed
it very much.

Good luck in your efforts to keep
the POWs together and in your publi-
cation of the Roll Call.
Cobourg,Ont. Glenford Mann

Now -that both you -and Forrest have
joined Flash and Ted on our mailing

1 list, welcome aboard to this happy

family., Keep in touchr John

Dear John: Enclosed is a cheque hop=-
ing it will help defray expenses.

I really enjoyed reading it as it
brings back many memories, some sad
and sdme funny episodes.

I'm pleased to know through the
Roll Call that A1 f Shayler,Thomas
5,Forsyth, Gordon Wheatcroft,Gerry
McKnight , Derek Rix and many others
are still around. Hope they are well.

ﬁuﬁéld Manitoba Marcien Lafortune

k
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_ MOHE LETTERS 10 Wi BULLOR |
Dear John: It was good to get the lat-
est "Roll Call the first in 1979, At
the same time it reminded me to send
in my subscripticn Iees and 1 am encgs=
losing & chegue to cover not only my
own but one to be sent to: Don Altken,
Hendersonville, Norith Carolina,U.S5.f.

Don was the compeny clark for Wan
Company of the Grenadiers and has - -been
a resident in North Carolina for many
years. 4ds for the excess, put it to
use in a very worthwhile cause = The
Roll Call.

At the same time I am enclosing an
interview with Len Seaborn which app-
eared in the December 21, 1978, issue
of the Neepawa Press, Len's hometown.
Len is an originsl of "B" GCompsany of
the Grenadiers and was with the writer
at Oeyama in Japan. This is a wvery
good article and anyone who knows him
can recognize Len's innate common sen-
s@, I think you could use this or ext-
racts therefrom to good advantage.

Just to cheer all you Bansna-belt
blokes up, this has been the second
coldest winter in Winnipeg this cent-
ury, only beaten by that one of 1935-
Z6. Az I write there is still plenty
of snow on the ground and the possib-
ility of more to come. So laugh, you
clowns, laugh!

Please give my best to Aub' Flegg and
any of the rest of the boys, especia-
lly one, J.C. Davies, Esq. I was rea-
11y glad to ses Jack in Edmonton and
look forward to seeing a lot from the
coast in Winnipeg this year.

Keep up the good work.

AT e Ken Porter

Ken: Always welcome your letters. It
ig this type of informal down-to-earth
chit-chat that makes the Roll Call
tick. Also many thanks for your very
generous infusion into the 'kitty'.

e b e e —
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Dear BEditor: As a former 'resident!
of Qayama Camp, Japan, I was extra-
mely interented in receiving some
cuttings about this place from my old
naval buddy Tom quilliam, who lives

in Qornwall. He has kept in touch
with a number of Ceanadian axPOWa, and
I do recelve news from him.

He didn't know until recently that T
waa part of the Osyama crowd. The u
cuttings he has sent are from the
Roll Call ~ Bpring 1978(page 13=14):
Fall 1978(page 7=8) and Winter 1978
(page not known but containing a list
of camp lomates). Reading the names
brought back many memories, and I
hagtily dlved for m¥ battered old
noteboock - not used for many years-
to see what other namesa I could find.
(The names you sent have all been
published with many in the Summer
1978 igeue which you didn't get.ED)

I have slso a list of American POWs
and some British names, but it was
impogsible to record everyone who
was there. For a time after the war
I wrote to some ex-campmates, but
addresses changed s0 much that we
tended to lose contact.

The bit about Kawakita was interest-
ing. I had heard the story of his
arrest and trial, and was rather sur-
prised to find that the swine was
still around.l am sure your lads will
do all they can to stop him "coming
baclh.

I was captured in Hongkong, whilst
sarving in the Navy(what there was
left of it!)along with a few buddies
who still keep in touch. After a spell
at North Point, Shumshuipo and Argyle
Street, I was in the second draft to
Oeyama, arriving just after Christmas
1943, Came back to the U.K. via Yoko-
hama, Manila, Vancouver thence by
train to Halifax and on to Southamp-
ton on the "Ile de France®,

Dear John: Enclosed please find cheq-
ue to cover my subscription to the
Roll Call. The balance is for the pot.
I enjoy the magazine immensely. It is
good to hear about and from so many
of our comrades whom we inadvertently
lose contact with over the years.
Please continue to publish those sto-
ries about the various camps.

Heep up the good work.
Wiﬂﬂi]lﬂs, Hﬂno WIHo{Eill} EENBEB

Bill, Glad you enjoy it and many than-
ks for your generous support. John

Of course 1t was a long time ago and
thoge of us who are left have changed
a lot, But I would appreciate it if
you would glve my very best wishes to
all(or any) who may remeumber.. Reg.J,
Coite.. known to all as "JAN",

Manchester,Engl and Reg.J.Coite
Jani Sure appreciate your writinog in
and trust you will keep on doing so.

there:" Takusan yoroshi yasume" and
all the very best. John

From all of us here to all of you over

|
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WELL , SOMEBODY'S QOT TO SAY IT ...
The editorial in this issue has caused
the taking of a dispassionate inward (
look by the other of my two personal-
ities which all Geminis are said to be
blessed,or otherwise, with, with the
result that in view of our consgtant
gim to Improve upon guality of content
of this magazine,there is some truth
in what it says.

Improvement requires new ideas, new
approaches and viewpoints and, wlth
thies in mind, we feel consideration
should be given to either ensuring a
back-up in case of emergencies, or the
transfer of editorship into younger
and more capable hands in order to pe-
rmit.us to look gt it from a fresh

angle.

"F LR A

----------

Il

i) by Gerald Beard

Irl

Adapted, with apologies, from that
clasple poem "TREEST™ Sendal 2,1945)

To think that I should ever see,

A thing as lively as a flea.

A flea whose huangry mouth is pressed
Agalnet a 'furyo's' boney breast,

A flea that hides from God all day,
And in the nlght comes out to prey.

A flea who may in summer dare,

To nest ite youngsters in your hair.
Across my bosom he has lain

A thousand brothers in his train.
Poems are made by fools like me,

dGod only knows what made a flea?

(Courtesy: T.R. Ingram,Victoria,V.I.)

In support of this, your Editor who
as an ex-HEVDC wvolunteer and neither
& Brenadier nor Royal Rifles member,
did not enjoy the close and intimate
comradeship with members of the two
regiments before, during or in the
yeare following the return to Canada,
of World War II and has, therefore,
been somewhat handicapped in his abil-
ity to understand and appreciate pers-
pnalities of individuals to record in
proper perspective, thoughts and feel-
ings so vital and essential to good
and interesting reading.

Secondly, accepting the fact that an
editor cannot please everyone all the
time, there may be someone who has
better ideas as to how the Roll Call
can be improved upon. Having had a
most rewarding and enjoyable tour of
duty, your Editor will be perfectly
happy to relinquish the reins and let
someone else 'have a go'! at it, and
should someone take us up on this in-
vitation, it is recommended that the
take-over becomes effective January
1980 to permit time for preparation
and planning.

Your comments and suggestione are
cordially invited., Whatever results
from this, this invitation will stand
on record as having been made.

THE ROLL CALL: Sponsored by the B.C.
Branch of the Hongkong Veterans Asso~
ciation of Canada.

Editor: John Fonseca,796 Adiron Ave.
Coquitlam, B.C. V3J 4K2; on the Island
¢/o L.Speller, 3628 Saanich Road ,
Victoria,B.C. VBX 1X3

D.V.A. NEWS RELEASES

26/2/794 The Minister of Veterans
affairs announced that there will be
an official Canadian delegation at
the commemoration of the 35th anoiv-
grsary of D-Day landings in Normandy.
The delegation will include command-
ers and survivors of units which
participated in the landings as well
g representatives of RCN,RCAF,Royal
Canadian Legion and N.C.Veteraons
Assoclation.

Main event will be ceremony at Beny-
Sur=Mer Canadian War Cemetery & June
=date of the 1944 invasion. The del-
egation will also attend similar
British and American ceremonies to
be held elsewhere along the beaches.

30/%/79: Patrick Joseph Flyun,57,

of Kitchener,Ont. was appointed CPC
Commisslioner. Born in County Cork,
Ireland and an MP 1974 thru 1979,

he served with the RCN Voluntesr
Reserve 1940-45,

14/5/79: 246.5 acres in London,Ont.
trangferred by the Government to the
Provinge, is to become the site of
the Veterans Western Counties Wing
and Psychiatric Institute. A new
290-bed chronic care facility,fede
~rally financed, with priority for
veterans, will be built on this par-
cel of land, with the southern por-
tion te be dedicated as parkland in
memory of Canada's veterans.



BANGO AT CAMP_3-D (Kawasali-Teruni)
Lionel Speller handed me a sheaf of
eight sheets of paper not unlike Lhe
bumph provided us by our captors back
when, which dog-eared and yellowed by
age, can be considered a priceless and
historically valuable piece for any
Canadian War Museum. It is the offici-
al roster of Camp 3*D(Kawasaki or Ter-
umi) prepared by the Japanese and con-
tains names, rank and unit of the 500
who were théere.

Space does not permit publication of
the entire list in one issue of this
magazine; we therefore, will do so in
groups as notated on the sheets.

We thank all who have submitted lists
of names which we have already publish
ed, those who have since sent in more
(as yet unpublished) and acknowledge
their co-operation and support with
deep sppreciation.

Flannagan, J.h.

Capt.Reid,J.A.G.

Shore,L.W. = Frenette, J.C.
Henderson,H.W. Glendenning,H.E.
Thomson, J.Ba Grimshaw, G.
Brown, A.H. Hachey, D.W.
Glarksﬂﬂ, K.H. Hand, J.He.

Hickie, J:5.
Innes, E.S.
Lawrence, B.

Mulcahy, P.F.
Pollock, C.J.W.
Roberts, M.

e . ol - Y - r s 1

ﬂﬂdie, K. LEErGtﬂn, F.F.P.
Gaudin, E.M. Levitt, J.
Moores, M. MeKinnon, N.W.
Pitre, R. McColm, I.
Robson, A.T. O'Leary, L.W.
Findlay, G.HK. Olson, E.
Jewers, L.E. Olsson, Ge
Adams, C. Pollock, C.
Arthur, J. Pollock, K.A.
Bujold, J.J. Ross, R.

Smith, J.H.

Culleton, E.
Theriault, 0.

Davideon, A.J.

Delaney, A.H. Laxon, Ke
DuPlE.EEiE, H-P'I GI‘E}', w.s‘!
Elsliger, A. Lucas, TS

Fehr, V.O. Chicoine, H.

Possibility of transfers to other
camps in Japan must be taken into com-
sideration. For example: The above has
Cpl K.M. Gaudin at 3-D and in another
list we have Ken Gaudin at Niigata.We
know that only one K.M. Gaudin (Rfn-
RRC) went to Hongkong and is official-
ly listed as as a POW.

If you are reading this, Ken, is you
is or is you ain't both of them?

MORE NAMES FROM CAMP 5-B-NEIGATA

The following are more names Of men

at Nilgata to be added to the list
previously published. Tonextract these
from the letter written by Tom Forsyth
rendered the letter itgelf dh almost
unreadable and disgconmected jumble.
Many of his comments,however, are too
interesting to omit and so, we have
taken the liberty of putting them to-
gether elasewhere in these pagea.

Arseneau , Fid Gelley,Tony

Dube(Dubay?) McCarthy ;Cecil

Ebert ,George McLeod, Bob

Fidler,Ray Millar, Herb

Friesen, Ike Mitchell, Alex

Furey, Joe Ryman, Fred

Gard, Jim Shupe, C.8.
Ward, T.L.

are other
trials =md

In addition, the following
Allied POWs who shared the
tribulations of that camp:

U.58. Forces

Maj. Fellows,F.E. Honshul, Robert
Capt.Parker,Jack  Kirkpatrick,H.J.
Arfuso,Frankie Krupp, BRussell
Bates,Wendell Loxley, R.W.
Beaver,Harold Malone, Bob

Blea, Johnnie
Bond, Robert

McMinn,George
Middleton,Edward

Callahan,JJames Lavato, Henry
Cartwright,Wilbur Palmer,Alonzo S.
Cox, Marlin Putas,Michael
Dillon, Charles Quintero,Joseph
Dixon, George Reynolds, Arthur

Earnest ,John Tenorio,Pedro

Filko, Joe Treskon,Stephen
Francis,George Vara, Henry
Garley, Reuben Wheeler,William
Gilewitch,Michael {38
Hackmeier,Daniel British
Hale,Howard Wallace, - (R.E)
Hartley ,Edward Kerr, Archie
Hawentor,George

DUTCH

Boelaarts,Harry Kukler, Alex
Donders,Karl Ostmeier, Nick

Van Wilsem, J.R.C.
Vermeulen,Peter

Drost, W.B.R.
Koster, Andy

U.8. Civilians from Wake Island
Tke Elliot(Peoria,lll), Ray Forsythe
(Boise,ldaho) .

Australia: Quinn, Noel(R.A+A.F.)

(Courtesy Bob Manchester/Tom Forsyth)
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THE SENDAI STORY — CONCLUSIC i
In addition, swarms of small craft, LCVs, LCTae and whathave you,moved about
the surface of the bay, serving as communicating links between ships ond the
shore, In the alr, hundreds of hellcopters served Lhe same purpcse whil st
over it all, U.8. Navy fighters palrolled the sky afl fording a protective
blanket. for any eventualities.
thig for the train drew Into, the station

We didn't have time t0 grasp all
in Tokyo and the first thing we heard was a full U.8. Marine Band playing us
Wor—

in. As the train creaked to a halt, forty or fifty of the most beautiful
men' in the world - after four Years of enforcsed cellbacy every woman was
besutiful - appeared &t the windows of the car to dole out chocolate hars,
cigarettes, gum and even kiegses! Some of our men had to be forcibly preaven-
ted from dragging the pgirle, they were eilther WAAUs, WAVES or WAAFs, in
through the windows. Bul they were good gports and took it all in fun.

But this wasn't sll of it. As we de-trained; emiling G.I1.s directed us tow-
ards the Welcoming Line - eighteen U.5. Army top brass, no-one with less
than two starson his collar. I ‘wouldn't be surprised if General MclArthur was
there himself- and each offered a warm handshske, words of welcome and app-
reciation for our having stuck it out. I sure felt like I was "SOMEBODY 1Y,

More smiling G.I.s directed us to a'line of trucks walting outside the sta-
tion and we were told to hop on the first one being loaded. The ride to the
docks ( I believe it was Yokosuka) was short and sweet. We arrived ocutsid
a huge converted warehouse and following de-~trucking, were told to discar
everything but our perscnal effects. We, who had saved and kept anything
everything we could lay our hands on for four years; even to empty tins,
ce-tops and bits of string, couldn't believe it] But were convinced that
was necessary and so reluctantly added our twoe bits to the mountain of br
new clothing and equipment that grew outside the warehouse. I managed to
awsy retaining my guitar, the parachutes, duffle coat and my preclious tea-
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carrier.
We were then queued up outside a door and assked to follow the arrows and

printed instructions above them on the makeshift ‘'walls which turned the war-
ehouse into a maze and, for a starter, handed a tray and served a meal, with
seconds and thirds if desired, which just about drove us crazy by the variety
and guantity offered. ;

After the meal and continuing to follw the arrows, which led us into amot-
herpassage at the end of which a G.I. handed sach of us a cake of soap and
a small bath(hand) towel, we were told to strip, were DDT'd, showered and
gtill in the raw, stacked our personal belongings for collection later and
gtill following the arrows, entered a large open space to suddenly face ab-
out thirty or forty tables behind which sat an equal number of smiling nurses
They had gopd reason to smile. Every man as soon as he saw them, immediately
squatted and tried to cover up as much as he could with the hand toweli!

Once the embarrassment passed, we provided the nurses with our name ,rank,
regimental number,unit and place of our mobilisation. This information was
placed on a card and hung around our necks. Then followed medical inspection
by a team of doctors in EBequence. Heart,lung, pressure, eyes, ears,nose and
throat, blood test, X-Ray , teeth and whathaveyou were examined by separate
doctors, with each msking his notation on the card as he ended his test.

With 'this over, we were outfitted with two complete sets of new uniforms,
again from boots up; allowed ten minutes each to send messages home;permit-
ted to return to collect our personal helongings frou where we'd stashed
them and finally, end up 1ln another huge area where again tolletries,candy,
cigarettes, etc.,, were served by a bevy of beautiful young WAACs, for regis-

tration, :
We didn't have lopg to wait. The PA system blared instructions for all

whose card(still around our necks) bore a certain letter of the alphabet -
ours was "B" - to muster outside and before we reaslised it, were on an LCT

threading its way amOﬁF
C

the warships on Tokyo Bay and bound for the trans-
ontinued on Page 17)
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HITHER AND YON WITH THE FONZ

Immensely relieved to report that our
Padre Uriah Laite is in excellent sh=
ape in spite of his 83 years(28th May)
and his recent illness and,although
hampered by the attendant ills of most
octogenarians, still enjoys keen pow-
ers of wit and observation. He tells
of a recent visit to Victoria's Empr-
ess Hotel where some ladies wore thelr

"coming out™ gowns at dinner and added |

that all that was required was a cough
to have them ‘come out!] Padre, how
could youg

The editorial in our last issue = re
veterans in isolated areas - caught
the eye and interest of an officer of
our local DVA and he phoned in to ad-
vise that he is working on a possible
solution to keeping in' toueh with our
members in out of way locations and,
when completed, hopes to present same
to the authorities for consideration
and putting into operation. Nice of
him and many thanks.

o s o

Mrs.Audrey Brady's(of Gig Harbor,Wash)
article "LIVING WITH A FEPOW" which
was published in our Winter 1978 issue
was picked up and reprinted in the May
1979 edition of the Manchester & Dist-
rict(England) FEPOW FOCUS magazine. We
are sure glad to see that our apprec-
iation is being endorsed and confirmed
overseas. Congrats and a big thank you
Audrey .

The membership will be glad to learn
that Ernie Coulson,ex-HEVDC, now in
his mid-seventies and one of the orig-
inal group of Hongkong Veterans who
nursed the B.C. Branch into being bacl
in the late forties, is recovering sl-
owly but steadily after having suffer-
ed a serious attack mid-March. It was
a question of 'touch and go' at Lion's
Gate Hospital for a couple of days,but
he refused, in his own inimitable way,
to go under. We wish him a complete
and speedy recovery and also, to you,
Janet, from a truly harrowing session.

Speaking of our 'Lost Brigade', Cece
Fineg returned home after wintering in
California'e liquid sunshine. Welcome
back,Cece. What's this report about
Your being in 'dock'? You sure locked
good at the annual "do®,

And speaking of veterans wintering
south of the border, methinks we sho-
uld give some thought to starting a
branch at Mesa, Arizona. We know of
the Harry Creedons, Richard C.Wils-
ong and Art Louslers being there at
that city and Chick Queery down the
road aplece(in Phoenix). Wonder what
it is that makes the region so pop-
ular? Could be the easy avallabllity
of Texas Long Grain Rice Just across
the state-line?

i R o S e i e

Fred Mack dropped in to visit,bring-
ing a complete official nominal roll
of Canadian POWe in Hongkong as was
listed by Ottawa in 1945. It consis-
ted of 39 pages totalling 1459 names
together with other details. Together
with it, Fred also brought the offi-
¢cial listing of "CW Force dead as of
July 1, 1945, numbering 512 with
details of cause of desths, dates
and other information. This list iz
of priceless help to us and we are
deeply grateful for it, Thank you
very much, Fred.

In.a follow=-up letter from Glenford
Mann(Cobourg,0nt.), who, together
with Forrest Dreger(Hiles,Wisconsin)
we welcome as new subscribers, he
informs us that he has been advised
by Charlie Chesser,RRC, from Camp-
belltown, N.B. of the passing of
Leyton Lockhart,RRC. Qur condolences
are extended to Leyton's family and
friends.

The mysterious disappearance of two
pages of photos of our Septembsr 1978
Dinner-Dance thus preventing public-
ation in our Winter 1978 edition, has
finally been solved. A4 substitute for
the young lady,who normally wvery ably
and efficlently prepares the electron-
ic stencils for us,; and on leave, put
our originals in an envelope and then
promptly forgot about them.

We are pleased to be able to have the
photos reproduced and included in this
issues back pages. For those who nay
be curious, the headings on both pages
have been deleted with correction fl-
uid as they are still out-dated.

S0 Sorry for the inconvenience, ED
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BXCELLENT TURN=OUT..{(Cont,from Pagel)

Two new DVA offices have been opened
in B.C. to give better service to ve-

terans. In Penticton, 246 Martin St.
V24 5K3 nad in Prince George, 550 Vice
toria St. V2L 2J9. Phone numbers not
available at this time.

Sterling silver Ladies Brooches -
Maple Leaf and HK Crests $20.00 each.
Ideal for your lady.Order from Lionel
Speller.

Last chance to get your War Medals.
Apply to: Canadian Forces Records Ce-
ntre, Records Centre Annex,Tunneys
Pasture, Ottawa, Ontario,K1AON3,send-
ing full name,Regimental number,corr-
ect address and code. Cost reasonable.
Hongkong Pilgrimage 1980. Those who
plan to go please write to:Art Lousier
505 Stalker Bay, Winnipeg,Man.k2G 0C9
ORITS: Bill Piggott and Jim Fowler of
Manitoba Branch. Sincere sympathy to
their families and friends. Our Bran-
ch members are very grateful to Mrs.
Lori Berzenskl, her friends and rela-
tives. Her special request 'In lieu
of flowers' to send donations to our
Branch has enriched our Welfare Fund
by.$250.00. A great big thank you,
Lori. God Bless.

Veterans Mimister, Daniel J. MacDona-
1d is in intensive care(chest pains)
in Ottawa. Get Well cards have been
sent on behalf of our members.

Howard Donnelly reports that Sam Kra-
vinchuk is holding his own up in Ed-
monton and has every intention of be-
ing in Winnipeg for the National Con-
vention in September. ;

Branch Presidents: Lloyd Doull,John

Stroud, Bert Delbridge,Howard Donnelly;

and Don Nelson, together with Nation-
al President Charles Brady,&ll send
Best Wishes to the B.C. Branch.
Speedy and complete recovery wishes
are extended to Bud Orr, Ernie Coule-
on, Len Mulvaney, Fred Maclk, Alfie
Shayler from B.C. Bill Ashton and Ha-
rry Cameron of Manitoba. Take good
care and all the best.

DUES: For 1979 are coming in slowly.
We thank you for your continued supp-
ort. Many have sent in donations also
and we of the Executliwve are most app-

old friends Hershel 'n Pat Boushey.
With them came first-=timers George
and Flo 8Smathers and Ed 'n Jean Per-
ry to our gathering and we hope that
it'1ll not be the last.

Although most of those attending
pame, naturally from Vancouver and
vieinity, there were a large number
of welcomed faces from the Interior
and the Valley. We were sure happy
to greet Maurice and Esther LaPointe
(Penticton), Bd and Mel Toews(Osoy-
00s), Frank Petch(Blue River) and
Paul Luchka(Hope). The Fraser Valley
wage also well in the picture with:
Frank Browne, Bill Hall and Murray
Brown all from Chilliwack and Joe
Rafferty(Vedder Crossing). Closer
to home, Claude Corbett and Harry
Creedon( just back from Arizonel)
came in from White Rock.

There were so many present that we
must apologize for missing mention
of everyone. A few, however, whom
we haven't seen for some time,des-
erve special mention. They were:
our dear widows, Mrs. Annie QOomen
and Mrs. Barb Hooper; Charlis Woods,
Keith Burton, Gerry McKnight, Andy
Nairn, Charlie Andrews and good old
Tony Neault, sporting a brand new
pair of hip joints and going as good
as ever.

It was a most enjoyable show, with
music,provided by Brian Knott(Jim
Archibald's son-in~-law) and his trio
particularly suitable for aging bo-
nesg. If anyone should be looking for
flaws, the catering could have been
improved upon. Although the food
was good, it was apparent that the
new management at the Astor had no
idea of how much a bunch of hungry
Hongkong Veterans can put away at

any one given time.

To Aubrey and O0live Flegg goes our
Wifirat star" for having organised a

most successful and entertaining'pot,

reciative. Dues are still #10.00 per
Year. Roll Call is free to paid-up

members in B.C.
Lionel Speller

Secretary

To those lovely people who,consid-
ered as'regulars', migsed this re-
union because of health and other
reasons, we - to put it simply -
MISSED YOU ALL VERY MUCH |

et well guickly and God Bless you.
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AND YET MORE LETTERS ...

Dear John: Please find enclosed a sma-
11 amount to ensure that my subscrip-
tion for the Roll Call is kept up to

date.
The balance should be to buy a couple

of drinks at your next meetingl
Winnipeg,Man. Cliff Matthews

Cliff: There was more'n enough for a
couple s0 I matched them with a couple
for you too, 'n aftersh d'eigthsh,Ish
sheenk nobodish, butsch nobodish gosh
frendsh like myshelfsh! Tanksh!

Desr Bir: First of all many thanks for
a wonderful paper. My husband and I
enjoy it each time it comes out and
feel a great job is done by all in
contributing material etc. I am surs
a lot of o0ld friendships will be built
just by hearing news of the "good(?)
old days!"

First off, I am writing this to requ-
est a change of address since Nick's
health is not improving, we nust make
the move from a home to an apartment.

Then on Page 14 of your Spring 1979
Roll Call- names from Camp 3D - you
have my husband's name (we think)down
ag Zataruk,Mike. Since he says he came
after Zacharko, who was a great buddy
of hieg, he knows there was no other
but Hick Zytarul.

I realise that's not an easy name for
people writing in to remember the sp-
elling of, so thought T would bring it
to your attention.

We think folks should be proud to re-
ceive a paper such as the Roll Call

and we wish at this time to send a
small donation- no requests (haihatl)
for your future endeavours.
Winnipeg,Man Mrs Frances Zytaruk

That was sweet] Hope I can thank you
in person in September's Convention.
"So Sorry" about the mispelling,l sh=-
ould have caught it. Bless you,John.

Dear John: Please find enclosed money
order for the renewal of Eoll Call for

1979.
I sure enjoy the Roll Call as it jogs

my memories of the past.
Winnipeg, Man R.J."Duke" Dukelow
Duke, sure appreciate your continued

Dear Foneeca: I am going to type this
ag my left=hand writing is not too

good.
We are both well but I will be 80 at

the end of this yearand my knees are
causing me trouble.

I remember I once reproved you for
using the word 'lousy' in the office.
ALl I can say asbout the winter here
ie that it was 'lousyl' Snow,very gse-
vara frogt which killed some of the
shrube and now rain.{April 1979.Ed)

The followlng may interest you: 1
lived on Vancouver Island from 1922
to 1926, Drove my own truck for the
first two yearsdoing short hauls on
the Saanich peninsula. Had a contract
with a feed store in Sidney and also
delivered lumber from the sawmill.T
then was captain of the S5 Cascade,
an automobile ferry running betwsen
Brentwood and Mill Bay across the
Sganich inlet. This cut out the Mal-
ahat drive which, in those days, was
a very bad and dangerous road.(It
still isl)

Ome day on the ferry, met a Captain
Hillmean,coast inspector for the Chi-
nese Maritime Custows. He persuadsd
me to go to Shangahi and join the
Custom's cruisers, which I did, but
as I was not given a contract I res-
igned and joined the Shanghai Water-
Works.(We met and worked there toge-
ther from 1933-1938. ED)

I was called back to the Havy 1939,
and after a spell in the Consulate,
went to sea in H.M.S.Durban and then
got command of the M.T.B.s in Hong-
kong. Lost my right arm in a collis-
ion on lst April 1941 and after just
over two monthg off, assumed command
of the H.M.5. Cicala.She was sunk by
Jap bombers.

Was sent ta Queen Mary, Naval and
Rosary Hill hospitals and then to the
North Point Camnp. Back to Bowen Road
then to Shumshuipo, to Argyle Street
and back to Shumshuipo, After the
gsurrender I was sent to Manila and
from there to Esquimalt via Pearl
Harbour on USS Gasper, to a camp at
Gordon Head. This was about three
miles from where I used to live, so
I was able to visit a lot of old
friendss wasas
Bridport,Dorset Cmdr. J.C.Boldero,DSC

support. See you in September. John

England, RN(Ret'd)
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THE NIIGATA @ STORY Bob Manchester

Too goon our dream of lollipops and
marshmallows were shattered - in the
middle of the night there was thump=
ing and bumping, the glare of bright
lights, some poor soul had miseed hie
cue- an unpardonable sin had beesn
committed. There are people who for
regsons known only 10 themselves,mush
at sometime during the night awake to
have. a smoke. This is fine under hor-
mal circumstances, but to take thia
liberty in a crowded Japanese barrack
y is - almost like signing your own death
warrant.
In any event,some of the men felt
the need for s smoke-so-not asking for
direction, they soon found that the
Nips method of the non-smoking cure
was a sharp rap on the skull with a
hard piece of wood. Wisedless to say
this along with the fact that you had
not had a smoke for some time, tended
t0 make one very dizzy. Wo learned
very guickly that one does not. smoke
insgide buildings unless at all times
one carries an ash tray- smoking is
never permitted at night, regardless!
Intestinal Havoe
Inother matter which we had 'not given
too much thought to, was the eating of
a large meal of strange food. Thig has
a tendency to provoke great havoc 1n
an empty stomach. When you jam unknown
guantities into that cavity, results
L are usually a gathering of much water
and gas which somehow must be relieved
and if one does not know where to find
the M"BENJO" and they are in a hurry,
any number of situations can and do
occur. There were bodies jumping,runn-
ing,stumbling over other bodies trying
degperately to find the area of relief
some made it, others did not. The nijg-
ht was filled with moans and groans,
curses from guards eand prisoners alike
Fortunate indeed were those who had
control of body and soul, able to call
. it a day, to gracefully recline in the
arms of Morpheus. The misery and conf-
usion had just begun.

50 ended the first night at the pl-
easure resort of Niigatal Morning arr-
ived on the second day with a crash.
This day was to be one of rest.We had
been promised a holiday to become acq-
uainted with our surroundings and the

SUMMER 1979
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many routlnes we would have to foll-
ows First it was a matter of waking
up,;. everyone felt like sleeping a bit
longer after their Long journey -
this was not to be- the Japanese gu-
ards who had caused so much havoe
during the night, decided to contin-
thelr game with new charges, these
bdg gtrargers who had caused so much
trouble for Japan. With much yelling
and stomplng, averyone was ardered
up and out te ve counted., It was cur
firat ‘experisnce of being counted.
The Japs '¢ould not count in English

and ‘weé hadn't yvet learned to count
in Japenese, g0 thore waes a comprom-
ise= we were lined up in two neat

rowa .- a little lilp guard with a big
stick walked in front of the lines
giving each man a sharp rap on :
sgkull with his stick while counting
to himself in Japanese. After the
counting. came the reporting proced-
ure. The Camp Commandant, in ki
high boots, a 'big Samural sword dra-
geing behind him, was ushered into
the compound where he c¢limbed upon a
box to issue his ultimatums.

He advised that being prisoners o
Japan, our souls belonged to us b
our bodies belonged to the Emperc
Providing we behaved ourstlves an
worked hard we would be well trea

Japs take a dim view
Having seen all he wanted to see
s rabble, we were returned to our
quarters for the first breakfast,
again 'red rice' and Veg.But before
we could eat we were expected to go
through the routine of wash-up-cold
water and cardboard basins- and as
the night before, it was near to a
riot with more heads being bashed ab
about. After bresltfast was put away
most deglded that as 1t was supposed
to be & holiday,they would enjoy so-
me extra sack-time., Not to be, appa-
rently the Japs took a dim view of
anyone wanting to rest so early in
the day, and 1t was orders to clean
up bunks. The bunk or bed consisted
of a space, six by three feet of ta-
tami matt, one blanket(if you were
lucky) the clothes you stood in and
a container to hold your rice and
vaegin., You could sit up but not lie
down. No smoking,no eating no noth-
ing. (To be continued next issue)

i



Bob Manchester(R) who were returned
te office as Secretary and President
respectively.

AMEXPOW Cmdr. George Fernandes with
Mrs. Ida Speller and Bob Manchester.

o Al bl MESLTLNG

Gerry Gerrard who has taken
over the Vice-Presgidency of
our Branch and Mre. Ev Gerrard

Head Table guests: Mrs. Lori
Berzenski and Mapnitoba's Hon.
Sec/Treas: 2id Vale.

Some of those attending the Meeting: left: Charlle Woods, Sid Vale with
American guests, Ed Perry and Cmdr.George Fermandes(behind Charlie) and
right: Ernie Whitfield(partly obscured) and Gerry Mabley. That's Paul

Luchka half hidden back of Gerry.
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I think Johnny had his head sat on

once too often. The Japs introduced
salte AFTER 1941. At that time we were

drinking Jamaica rum whenever we could

find where our officers stashed 1t.As
for the 22 storey building, only the
old bulldings are =0 runty. Any self-

of ‘Horth Point Canmp), hn.gcb£
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talking
about the pressure af Juet living iﬂ
Hongkong . L
I had thought about going to Hong-
kong for a long time,but finally made
up my mind over-night and so, off I
weht with no hotel reservations. at
Kai Talk, I was introduced to a great

rackaet. Dvery hotel is full ", .we

have one luxury suite for one night.n
I took one at the Wew World. This ho-
tel 1e still being bBuilt and when flin-
ished may well be the biggest in Hong-~
kong or Kowloon, but I don't recomm-
end it. That luxury suite iz not as
good or as nlce as you would find in
any gelf-respecting motel across the
prairies. I arrived on Saturday night
and walking around Sunday, got a room
for three days at the Mirasmar astart
ing Monday. At least it would giwe
a couple of days to look up old spots.
Watching TV Monday night and thers
was the old Jubilee buildings so I
knew they were still there. Tuesday I
walked up Wathan Road and over to Lai
Chikok Road and found the remmants of
Shum' Shui Po. The Jubilée buildings,
two Sergeants' Mess buildings, a cou-
ple of old huts and a few guonsst si-
ructures, well fenced in, are now th
Vietnam refugee camp. This Laichikol
Road runs along the canp straight
north, The south seawsll is a good
mile and a half north of where 1T used
to be. In fact, all that is left of
the bay is so small this same road
gpans it via a short bridge. Huge ap-
artment buildings everywhere except
north of the camp along the west sea-

respecting building in Hongkong today
is from 30 to 40 streys nows The high-
est I counted was 42 but there could
have been higher. They are tearing
down the mountains and filling up the
sea and right away high-rise apartmen-
ts sprout like mushrooms. Aberdeen
Barbour bridge is only half built to
Aplichau Island, a couple of big hills
are gone and half a dozen highrises
already half built.

Cripes! The sampans have inboard mot-
ors and the junks have dleselsl Japan-
ese diesels of course., 4 taxi driver
philosopher said it best:" The Japs
have Hongkong againi"™ I was up ‘and
down elewvators in quite a few buildi=
ngs and only saw one Otis elevator.
The rest are Hitachi or Mishimachi or
some such label. A1l heavy trucks are
Nissan dieseles.

Kowloon is being torn up at present
while they are preparing for rapid
transit, and rickshaws may only be
seen at the Star Ferry to sit in and
have your picture taken.

The Star ferries look familiar and so
does the clock tower at the Kowloon
terminal. Red taxies with light colou-:
red tops are everywhere, Mostly Datsu-
ne though some Toyotas. The next most

t 8 |
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popular seems to be an off-coloure wall and there, there is an abbatoir,
white Mercedes. Trafflcdlightgrgzadaﬂ a couple of piers for scows and a few
ng near every corner anc Jou warehouses. I took pictures all arou-

with the light,brother, or you don't
see the light again, ever. 1f you want
a thrill, take a taxi from the ferry
and go up Nathan Road in the middle of
the day. Trucks, cars, crowds of poo=
ple and other taxies all playing ch;u
cken, especially where trangit cogst-
ruction has blocked off the road to
cause a detour. Better than any roll=
er-coaster, seldom less than %0 mph 'in
and out between trucks. Yes, it is
really relaxing. Yet I saw only three
taxies with any dented fenders.

nd until en the way back, I saw a sign
NO ‘PICTURES OR SKETCHES - so 1 took 2
picture of that! My camera let me down
though and a lot of plctures didn't
turn out.

Wednesday T made ancother mistake.Paid
a Kowloon taxi HK#200 for the day to
find North Point and Wanchai Gap.When
we got to Hongkong (via the tunnel)l
knew Hongkong better than he did and
we didn't find either, but he knew
the China Fleet Club. That Club @s %n
the same place, but talk about filling

Everyone is dressed western style and]up the sea! In front of the Club there
used to be a road and the segwall. Now
the seawall is a good city block,with

a 42 storey building on it, farther out.

(to be continued in our next issue)

ile ta=
all look quite healthy. Yet wh

lking to a student in a very nice pl-
ayground that used to be the west end




-t -

‘Letters of invitation ,and registrat-

*convention agenda have now been mailed
* A Tew changes in the agenda are poss-

tel as soon as poseible. For more in- |

~owing were granted scholarship awards
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SUITIER 1979

OTHER BRANCHES

MANTTOEA BRANCH

' GENERAL MEETING: The next Genersl Mee-|

- ting on 6 June 1979 at the Army & ﬁavy

Hall, Young Street.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: First, our apolo-|
gies for the long lapse between news- |
letters. Winter holidays, plus prepar-
ations for the National"Anniversary!
Convention, have kept the Executive
very busy since the first of the year.

ion cards, plus a copy of the proposed

ible,as we strive to assure that eve-
ryone has a good time while in Winni-
peg. You are urged, once agaln, to re-
turn the registration cards to the ho-

formation please contact Secretary i
Sid Vale (204)774-7332. i
GRENADIER SCHOLARSHIP FUND: The foll-

for 1978: Debbie Baty (Univ.of Manit-
oba) $500.00. Bursaries of £300.00

each to Fred Hodgkinson and Patricia
Simcoe.
scholarships are still available for

a descendant of a lst Batt. Winnipeg
Grenadiers who served in Hongkong.For

more info contact Art Lousier,505 Sta-|

lker Bay, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2G 0C9.
1978 Grey Cup Draw Winners:

1st Quarter-Herb Millar #50.00
2nd Quarter- G. Whettell 50.00
3rd Quarter- Ken Bell 50.00
Final Score- Bob Rawluk 200,00
Reverse . - Mrs. R. Juenke 50.00

A Reminder that 1979 dues
We thank those who have
already paid their dues and a special
thank you to those who have made don-
ations to the Branch.

OBITS: It is with deep regret that we

MEMEERSHIFS:
are payable.

report the passing of the following

comrades James Fowler,Fred Kyryluik
and William Pigott(Manitoba});Earl Maw-
son,Nick Berzenski and Scotly Temple
(B. C. ); Terence Dwyer(Ontario).Our
daepest sympathy to their widows and
families and friends.

REMEMBER 1! SEPTEMEER 12 thru lﬁ!l
1979 National Convention at the e North
Btar Inn, Winnipeg, Manitoba.

HELP US MAKE IT THE BEST EvER¢

3 ONTARIO BRANCH

GENERAL MEETING: Was held at the Roy-
al Canadian Leglon Hall Branch #22,

| rApril 24, 1979, in Toronto, Ont.

1979 NATIONAL CONVENTION :See special
notice esleewhere in these pages.
OBITS: Mre. Alice Reme{ wife of Char-
les Reme, Toronto. Our deepest symp-
athles to the bereaved family.

Dy M,
veterans and dependents In South Met-
ro Toronto was opened 1% March 1979,
Vet Services for arsas not covered by
the above will continue at 4900 Yonge
St. Willowdale, Ont. C.P.C. office
remeins at Sunnybroock Medical Centre
2075 Bayview Ave., Tornto.

OTTAWA: Vetg Affairs Minister Danlel
MacDonald is in the Hat'l Defence Me-
dical Centre intensive care unit: A
"get well" card was sent from our
dssociation,

AMERICAN FXPOW: 1979 National Conven-
tion is scheduled for 17-21 July 1579
at the Pittsburgh-Hilton, Pittsburgh,
Pa.

i ¥ v z P
You ave FeRiRacd that two §500. CHRISTMAS DINNER DANCE on December 1,

1979 at R.C. Legion Hall,fiurora, Ont.

: | DUES: Memb ' in spi
first year students at U. of Manitoba | DB L iembpRSuLp Inea are, 1n spite

and U. of Winnipeg.Applicants must be |

of increased costs, still #10.00 per
i ¥Year. 4 number of our members are in
. ‘arrears for past years. REMEMBER-NO

. DUES - NO NEWS.

I P.0.W. COMPENSAYTION ACT: Your Nation-
| &l Association in co-operation with

| Branches,is preparing a brief for pr-
i esentation to DVA Minister that all

| former POWs of the Japanese receive
the full 50% compensation under the
Act plus their disability pension.
FOR SALE: We have the followingartic-
Tes for sale to HK Veterans:

|
|
| Maple Leaf pins(silver) w/HK £7.00;

| Key Chains(leather) w/HK 2.50
Charm Pins w/clasp and HK 1.50
HE Veterans crests(small) 1.50

CANADI AN VETERANS HEWS: Iué to unfore
seen circumstances, publication of
our next edition will be delayed.
SICK BAY: Bill Overton, past Sec/Tre-
asurer, has been ill at his Winter
i Estate in Port Launderdale,Florida.
His wife, Della, reports that he is
recovering nicely and should be back
{ in Toronto by the end of April.

| 1polngias are offered for errors,
omissions and editing necessitated
by space limitations. EDITOR.
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BIENNIAL CONVENTION of the HONGKONG

Host = Manitoba Branch
Northetar Inn - Winnipeg, Manitoba,
September 12 - 16, 1979

The Manitoba Bpranch is indeed proud
to be hosting this particular conven=
tion, &as September 1979 marks the LOth
Anniversary of the outhrealt of World
War II.

Participation in actusl combat for
the Winnipeg Crenadiers, Royal Rifles
of Canada and Brigade,which compriaged
ngn Force, was brief. However, the
ensuing four years is a period in our
liveswhich none of us will ever for-
get, mainly because the physical and
mental after-effects will not allow
ns to forget. Dut of that adversity a
bond of comradeship was formed that
still exists today, and has kept Hong
Eong Veterans united from coast to
coast.

The main purpose of our conventlons,
although a certain amount of business
is a necessity, is to get together a
and renew "01d Friendships?, and rec-
211 some of the good times we had to-
gether. Looking back over the years,
each one of us can remember many hum-
erous incidents that occurred, even
in our bleakest days.

Last, but by no means least, we meet
to remember thos of our comrades who.
have passed away since 1945, and most
of all, those who gave their lives in

December 1941, so that we who are left

can still gather together, where andh
when we wisgh, in a free society.

It is hoped that all Hongkong Vetera-
ns, and their wives, will take advan-

tage of this opportunity to meet with

old friends, and help make this the
11979 Anniversary Convention",one of
the best ever. We would also.like to
extend an especially warm welcome to
the Widows of Hongkong Veterans to be

with us at this time.
In order to facilitate arrangements,

and avoid disappointment,you are urged
to mail the enclosed registration card
as soon as possible. Any further inqu-

iries may be forwarded to Box 381,
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C 2H6, or phone
sid Vale at (204)774-7332.

4.H.Delbridge Sidney A.Vals
President

PN

SUMMER 1979 VOL :%:2

PROPOSED AGENDA for the CONVENTION

Bept. e - Wednssday

2400 - §:00 pum.
2800 psma  On

Hegletration
Golf Tournament

Bept. 13 = Thursday

1000 a.m.=~8 00

Ly 200 = (12:00a.0.
12:00 = 2:00
2100 = L3100
Z200 = L2000

Reglatration
Presidents Meeting
Lunich Break
Genaral Meeting
Tour (Ladies )
Evening at Army,Navy

& Air Torce Veta=Unlt 1

Palls
Pella
P

& 1
8:00 p.m. on

Sept. 14 - Friday

Silver Slipper Breakfast

Spnsored by Winnipeg City 9:00 =10 a.
General Meeting 10300 - Woon
Lunch Break Hoon = 2:00p.m.
General Meeting 2:00 - L:00 p.n.
Evening at Duke of
Kent Legion

m

from 8:00 p.m.

Sept.15 - Saturday

Assemble for Cenotaph Service 10 a.m.
Service 10:30a.m.
General Meeting(?) 2:00 - 3:00p.m.
Provincial Governmenit Banquet
Cocktail Hour 6100 -7:00 p.m.
Dinner and Dance 7100 pame =12 a.m.

AN ECHO FROM THE PAST

Cmdr J.C.Boldero,DSC's Letter to the
Bditor requires comment. Cmdr Bold-

ero was . your Editor's supervisor at

the Shanghal Waterworks in Shanghai

from 1933 to 1938.

His terse: "she was sunk by Jap bo-
mnbers.."hardly explained the magnif-
icent roll that gallant and heroic
little river gunboat, HMS Cicala,
played in defence of Honghkong.

She kept the Japanese at bay in the
Castlepeak area until crippled by
artillery and air bombing.Crawling
to Aberdeen for repairs, she went
out once more to repel an attack on
Pillbox 14 and Brick Hill by the
Japanese from Deepwater Bay, until
she wag sunk in the Lamma Channel.

Contact with Cmdr Boldero was est-
ablished through the good offices

B

Secretary-Treasurer !
1

of N.F.F.C.A. Treasurer,Reg Colte
of Manchester, England. Thanks,Reg.
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SUMMER 18 A=CUMMIN IN .4

Ey the end of June, invasion of priv=
acy of parents and grandparents wlll
with the closure of schools for the
summer, begin and the peace,quiel and
tranguility of householde disrupted
for the next couple of months with po-
ssible detrimental effetts to nerves
and COMpoOBUTeS.

Being one of those fortunatel{or oth-
erwige) retirees without little feet
pattering around or baby-sitting dubt-
ies to prevent my puttering about the
house and garden, summer is a time for
open sir, open shirts and the opening
of properly chilled bottles of happy
juice to interrupt the never ending
task of keeping the old homastead neat
and trim to one's own satisfaction.

Following a gquick shower, comes the
best time of the day when, with the
good woman, one relaxes in the cool
calm of sn evening, enveloped in pala-
te tickling aromas from the barbecue
yit and the enjoyment of each other's
company or that of good friends: who
may 4drop in.

Having arrived at the age when trav-
elling zbroad is an expensive and fr-
ustrating series of stops and starts
in ‘search of sights and sounds and
experiencing amenities inferior to
what we have available right here at
home, we have little, if any, desire
to stray awsy from Beautiful B.C. It
is, of course, nice to watch a beaut-
jfully browned blonde(or brunetie) in
a bikini vasking on a beach in Bermuda
but, at my age, there is little diff-
erence between the real thing and the
travel poster. Tho the spirit is will-
ing, the flesh sure is weak and there
is little I can do sbout it]

On this long week-end in May here in
Coguitlam, with a cloudless sky above,
a warm sun cooled by a fair bresze to
render wearing of a cardigan just the
thing, I look at the cherry trees ab-
ove and note with pleasure that the
fine weather in April has ensured us
of a bumper crop of Queen Annes and
Bings coms July, with never a thought
of the starlings and the robins who
will reap most of the fruit te upset
me.

It i8 a great day in a good life.
Hell's Bells, I wish you could be

g K L7 P
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IHE SENDATL ATORY {eont, from Page B)
ort which was to take us away. 11 my
memory serves me right, ourse wae the
APA B2 <« UBS YOrasken',

Ornce on board, more smiling 'gobs'
led e to our bunks below,helped us
bo mtore away our belongings and dir-
gotéd g to the after=deck. When we
wore all thers, the F.A. blared and
1% wWam the Caoptaln speaking. He, in
the neme of the U.g.Navy, welcomed us
aboard but before going further,he'qd
8 couple of ordera for us -grested

with slubdiued groans and "hera we g
again|" « which were:

1. Mo cipgarette butts to be thrown
ovar the elidd &8 the ship was ati
11 on a wiar footing.

POWs were not to do any work whi-
1st on board. {(Loud cheersi)
Pantry and kitchen open 2h-hours

3
3.
b

a day to all POWs(louder chee
POWs had run of the ship exc

e
epti

S
laundered and returned by ship
personnel (more cheering) and

was it}

To our numbed minds it seemed as 1if
all this took place in a matter
minutes. It seemed incredible t
about 11:00 a.m., we were at Sendai
over a 100 miles north of Tokyo
by 5:00 p.m. were comfortably settled
on board the "Bracken", fed, cleaned,
medically examined, re-outfitted and
on our way home! Not only us, but a
few thousands from other camps in Ja-
pan as well.

Sometime during the night, whilst I
was dead to the world from exclitement
and exhaustion, the "Bracken" in com-
pany with a number of other transport
and destroyer escort, sailed out of
Tokyo Bay for Manlla and eventually,
HOME!

I felt cheatedi I had a few choice

words to offer as my SAYONARA Lo Ja-

panl

T

With the conelusion of the above, it
is our hope that our readers will
help with stories of Oeyama,Kawasaki,
Omori, Teruml and any other camp in
Japan. We also hope to start a series
on Shumshuipo ,North Point and Argyle

here to share 1t with usl

Streat ‘in later issues of Roll Call.
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Padre v. Laite,assisted by Pres. cob Manchester, blessing the flag donated
to the =.C. Branch by Mre. Eva Baillie at the Reunion in victoria on Z0th
September 1978.delow left: Eva making the presentation,

Below: Lt .Col .Monty rruscott,who,
with mMrs, truscett come from Dor-
set .England; was a guest speaker
at the Feunion. Monty was also in
Shumshuipo and was a surviver eof
the Lisbon Maru,torpedoed enroute
to Japan from nongkong.
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Above : Part of the large gathering at the veunion honouring ex-HKVDC memb
of the 2.0. Branch in victoris last September. pelow left: laiter and Dora
Jenkins and the "Appreciation' plague awsrded them the same eveaing and below
right: John and Elsa lkonseca with the "Appreciation award" presented to them

at the ®euaniocn. ALY photos by Fllis Shipman,.ictorial
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