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THEY CAME HOME VIATHE PHILIPPINES
Conclusion - Continued from PHSC Journal 174

The Way Home" (continued)
When it was time to begin the journey

home, either the LPOW or the government
would notify the family that their soldier
was on their way. Fig.67 shows a telegram
sent to Rifleman Wilmontt wife dated Octo-
ber L1, L945, which reads:

Official informntion has been receiaed

that 840839 Riflenmn Percy Hoarce

Wilmot embarked Manila aboard HMS
Glory ninth October expected thne of ar-
ria al Vancouu er tw entyseventh O ctob er.

USS Ozark- September 8
The first American ship carrying British

LPOWs to leave Manila and arrive in the
U.S. was the USS Ozark, which left Manila
on September 8 and arrived at San Francisco
on October 2. She carried 950 Americaru
British and Canadian ex-internees (244werc
members of the Winnipeg Grenadiers and
the Royal Rifles of Canada)." Fig.68 shows
a newspaper article about the Ozark arriv-
ing at San Franciscq listing the names of the
members of "C" Force from British Colum-
bia. Fig. 69 is a Canadian Army Photo of the
USS Ozark and LPOWs.
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Figure 57. Telegram from Ottawa to Mr* Wilmot adaising that her husband uras on his way
home. - CWM 20070117-076 George Metcalf Archioal Collection, CanadaWar Museum.
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Figure 69. Canadian Army Photo of the USS Ozark and LPOWs.27

Figure 68. Newspaper article about the
USS Ozark nniaing at San Francisco,
listing the names of tlrc BC soldiers of "C"
Force, It nlso lists the Canadiansfrom BC
who were on the USS Admiral Rodman,
whithwas to arriae at SanFrancbco. -
Vancouaer Sun, October 3,1945.

USAT General l-angfitt- September 15
The first American ship to leave Manila for Canada was

the USAT GeneralLangfitt, which left September L5 and ar-
rived at Esquimalt on October 3. She carried 289 British, 10

Canadians andZ,2l2Americans. The British and Canadians
disembarked at Esquimalt and theLangfitt then proceeded to
Seattle. Fig.70 shows a newspaper article written while the
General Langfitt was at sea. Fig. TL shows a photo of two free
LPOWs waving from the Langfift as she enters Esquimalt.

USS Admiral Rodman - September 18
The USS Admiral Rodman left Manila on September L8

and arrived at San Francisco on October 3,1945. Fig. 68
lists the men from British Columbia on this ship.

The September 18,1945 issue of the Hamilton Specta-
tor,s carries this story:

CANADIAN DRAFT LEAVES MANILA IN HIGH
SPIRITS

Members of HongKong Ganison StartHome.
Horror Stories Told.

William Stewart, Canadian Press War Correspott-
dent

Manila, Sept. 18. A reduced draft of 25 Canadian offi-
cers and 80 other ranks, members of the Hong Kong garri-
son, who were liberated after nearly four years in lapanese
hands, mooed out of a reception depot here to-day, to board
a ship for their homeward trip, possible aia San Francisco.
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Earlier 100 other prisoners were warned to stand by for
air passage honte.

The prisoners, tnost of theru wearing United States

uniforms, some draped in waterproof ponchos boarded trucks
at the depot which took them some 1-8 miles to Manila docks,

where they were due to board the Arnerican ship Admiral
Rodman.

All were in good spirits oaer their good fortune, althotrgh
the rainy day meant postponement of the departure of those

due to fly home.

USS Gosper- September 21
The USS Gosper was scheduled to leave Manila on Septem-

ber21, and to arrive in the United States, but, due to a lack of
docking space available in San Francisco at its scheduled time
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Figure 70. Newspaper article list-
ing the nanrcs of the Canadians
aboard tlrc Langfitt. -Vancouaer
Sun, October 4,1945,
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Figure 7L. Newspaper article from the General Langfitt at sea and approach-
ing BC. -Vancouaer Surt, October 4, 1945.
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A funeral aboarci the United States trarisport ship Gosper. *'hich
docked at Esqulmalt. Thursday night. with Canadian soldiert lrr>m
tn* f"r East iboard, is pictured a6'ove T'lre ceremony rvas_for Cpl.the !'ar ltast sboard, rs plctured aDove 'l'ne ceremony was ror \-pr'
K: h: .licison. \ilrnni peg'Grenadier, of Valpara iso, Sask,, who formerly
worke.d ar Flin Flon ind rvho died on the ship while en route toworhd at Flin Flon and rvho die-d on
Canada Cnl .Ieckion we* buried al sea.
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Figure 72. Photo of aburial at sea of a Grenadier. -Winnipeg Free
Press, October L3, 1945.

of arrival it was ordered to proceed to Seattlg
where the captain then decided to proceed
to Victoria and disembarked the British and
Canadian LPOWs on October L1. The Gosper

then proceeded to Seattle to disembark the
American LPOWs. The Gosper repatriated
L,936 Americary British and Canadians. The
British who came aboard the Gosper trav-
eled across Canada by train to Halifax and
boarded t}:re lsle de France for their trip to
Great Britain. The Isle de France arrived at
Southampton on October 30. Fig. 72 shows
a sad scene of a burial at sea of a Grenadier
who died aboard ship.

USS Admiral C. F. Hughes -
September 24

The USS Atuniral C. F, Hughes left Manila
on September 24,1945 and arrived at Victo-
ria on October 9. Amongst her LPOWs were
465 Americans, "l.,263Brltistu 141 Canadians
and 1"2 British and 18 U.S. army nurses who
were confined to Japanese prison camps. Fig.
73 shows three members of the Winnipeg
Grenadiers who sailed from Manila on the
USS Admiral C.F. Hughes.
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Figure 7 3 . Photo of three members of the Winnipeg Grenadiers who sailed from Msnila
on September 24, 1945 aboard the USS Admiral C. F. Huglrcs, aniuirtg at Victoria on
October 9.Left to right: Cnystnin D. A. Golden, Lieut. T. A. Blackwood nnd cioilinn
Y.M.C.A. Superoisor George Porteous, - Reginn, The Lender Post, October L0, 1945

Figure 74. Photo of three Cansdians who nrriaed at Vancouaer aboard the lmplacable.
These three Canadians serted in the RAF, Left to right, Sgt. Don Rice of Montreal,
ACL lohn Ford of Newfoundland and Corporal William Yeardye of Hamilton, On-
tario. - Cnnadian Army Photo, Vancouoer Sun, October 11, 1945.
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HMS lmplaeable - September 25
Two British aircraft carriers came to

Canada with LPOWs. The first British ship to
leave Manila for Canada with British LPOWs
was the aircraft carrier HMS Implacable,

which left September 25,1945 and arrived at
Vancouver, British Columbia on October 11,

with2,127 British LPOWs and 5 Canadians
who had served in the British military

No members of "C" Force were on aboard
the lmplacable.Many Canadians served in
the British military, mainly in the Royal Air
Force (RAF); when ttre Implacable aruived
at Vancouver from Manila, on board were
three Canadians who were members of the
RAF (see Fig.7a). Even though they were Ca-
nadians, they had to go back to the United
Kingdom for discharge.

USS Joseph T Dickman - September 25
A research document entitled History of

The USS loseph T. Dickman (APA-13) I 10 lune,
L941- - 1 October, 194528 states:

On 24 September, 1-945, the U.S.S.

IOSEPH T. DICKMAN, APA-L3, had

the most pleasant duty assigned to it since

being commissioned. Under orders from
CINCPAC the Army Port Command at
Manila embarked 5 U.S. Naoal Officers as

passengers: 108 U,S, Army Officers, 54
British Officers and L2 Canadian Officers
plus 5LL British, 32 Canadian enlisted per-
sonnel and 159 U.S. cioilians, all ex-allied
prisoners of war for transportation to the

west coast ztia Pearl Harbor. These fficers
and menhad endured untold tortures and

suffering while under the lapanese and

were among the first to be returned home.

Among them were four British enlisted

army personnel who, after three and one

half years as u)ar prisoners, started their
trip home on the U.S.S. IOSEPH T. DICK-
MAN, the oery same oessel which, in L941,

carried theru from Halifax to Bombay, ln-
dia, on the beginning of their toar mission.

The USS loseph T. Diclcrnanleft Manila on
September 25 and arrived in San Francisco on
October 16,1945 with her contingent of LPOWs.

HMCS Prince Robert- October 2
The Prince Robert left Manila on October 2

and arrived at Esquimalt on October 20 with
27 Canadians,lT British, 1 RCAF officer and
L5 Roman Catholic Missionaries, all from the
far east.2eFig.75 shows Canadian army offi-
cers aboard the Prince Robert.Fig.76 shows a
photograph of HMCS Prince Robert arriving
in Esquimalt.

HMCS Glory - October 9
The last British ship to come to Canada

with British and Canadian LPOWs was HMS
Glory. She left Manila on October 9 and ar-
rived at Esquimalt on October 26 with 1,,304
British and 154 Canadians of which 37 were
hospital cases (117 were deemed fit). Fig.
77 shows a photo of "Embarkation of Brit-
ish and Canada ex prisoners of war on the
aircraft carrier HMS Glory bound for Canada
and the United Kingdom. Australian Sisters
at the gangway of the landing craft infantry
(LCI) to farewell the ex-prisoners of war."

Fig.78 shows the embarkation of British
and Canadian ex prisoners of war on the air-
craft carrier HMS Glory, bound for Canada.
An Australian sister farewells one of her
British patients at the gangway of the land-
ing craft infantry (LCI). She is Lieutenant
M. MacQueen of the 2/5th Australian Gen-
eral Hospital attached to 248 United States
General Hospital from the 3'd Australian
Prisoner of War Reception Group.
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Figure 75. Photo of a Canadian fficer behtg helped aboard the
Prince Robert at Manila. - Courtesy of LCMSDSLS

Figtre 78, The embnrkntion of British and
Canadinn ex prisoners of u,nr on the nircrnft
carrier HMS Glory, bomtd for Canada. - Cour-
tesy AustralianWnr Manotial - Plnto 1.19148.

Figure 76. Photo of HMCS
Prince Robert arrioing at
Esquimalt, B.C. - Courtesy
of LCMSDSI"S

Figure 77. Photo of Australinn Sisters bidding farezuell to

ex British and Canadian POWsboarding alandhry craft
to tnke them to the Glory. - Australinrt Wnr Mentorial,
Photo 1L9149
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An article in the Hnmilton Spectntor on Oc-
tober 8,1945s stated the following:

Last Canadians In Manila to Sail On
Plane Carrier

By William Stewart
Manila, Oct.7 (CP). AU the Canadian

prisoners of war remaining in Manila, ht-
cluding the 38 in hospital, are due to leaae

tomorrow for home aboard the Royal Naay
aircraft carr ier Glory.

With their departure the bulk of the

liberated Canadian prisoners in the Pacific
area zoill be en route home or zoithin a few
days of sailing.

Of the orighrul Catmdian contingent
which took part in the siege of Hong Kong
in December, 194L, 1.,344 other ranks,

includittg a few Canadians seraing with
the British forces and 69 fficers haae been

recoaered. The deaths of one officer and
42 other ranks, uthich preoiously were not
known, haae been established.

(Preoiously Manila dispatches gaue the
size of the Canadian Hong Kong force as

1,972 men and two nursing sisters, since
repatri"ated. The Canadian Defense Depart-
menthas said the contingent ru.nnbered

1,985 fficers and men. The department re-
ported 1,689 were taken prisoners in the fall
of the garrison. A number died in captiaity.)

The Canadian group for repatriation
of war prisoners also recooered 2L RCAF
personnel and fiae merchant seamen. But
it has been unable to obtain data nbout four
soldiers, fiae members of the RCAF,li
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Figure 79. Telegrnm from Percy Wilmot oboard HMS Glory to ltis wife. - CWM 20070117-
076 George Metcalf Archiaal Collection, CanadaWar Museum.
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merchatxt seamefl nnd two members of the
Royal Canadian Naay, some of whom may
haae been recooered by forces operating

from the Allied Southeast Asia Command.

About 1.30 Canadian ciailians, rnost

missionaries, haae been located, but there

is no infonnation here about a considerably
larger number who also may be recoaered

on the Asiatic mainland.

Fig.79 shows a telegram from Percy
Wilmot aboard HMS Glory to his wife at St.

Catharines, received October L3. Here is its
message: "Hope to see you soon nll well all my
loae840839 RFMWilmot RRC'. Note atthe
top left of the telegram "RNA47 - RN (Royal
Navy) PWM mar Sansoriginee". Having
PWM insured that $rs. Wilmot did not have
to pay fees to receive this telegram.

A newspaper article from the Globe and
Mail, October 27,1945,s states:

Glory Lanils 7,400 British Repats,
S ome C ana ili ans. E s quim alt, B.C.

Oct.26 GP). The 18,000-ton British
light aircraft carrier Glory dockedhere today
utith nearly 1,400 rEats aboard, including
121military personnel and seoeral ciailians.

There were 140 hospital cases htcluded
25 stretcher cases. The Canadians, except for
one member of the RCAF, were members of
the Royal Rifles of Canada, or theWinni-
peg Grenadiers, and nearly all were in the
same prison cnmp of Kasawabe, I9ushu,
Japan for 22 months. They zoere the last
Canadians to leaoe Manila (Oct. 9) and
stopped one day at Honolulu.

Fig. 80 is a photo of the British aircraft
carrier Glory arriving at Esquimalt on Octo-
ber 27. The Glory transporte d 1,460 liberated
POWs, of which there were 37 Canadians
who were ill and 119 who were fit.

Figure 80.
Photo of the Brit-
ish nircraft carrier
Glonl arriaing at
Esquimnlt, B.C.

- Courtesy of LC-
MSDS18
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Upon their arrival at Esquimalt, mail was
awaiting the Canadians. Family members in
Canada were given a set of air letters hav-
ing the black "Liberated Prisoner of War
Mail Postage Free" deleted as LPOWs were
not considered POWs any longer. These air
lefters just had the MAIL FOR L.P.W. hand
stamped in red with two bars; this enabled
free postage, as shown inFig.44.

Fig. 81 shows a Canadian air letter that
was sent to Vancouver addressed "LlC
Harold Baker I Canndian Liberated, P.W. /Van-
cotn)er, M.P.O. L106 I 8.C." lt was pencilled
"Glory". The air letter was written at Quebec
on October 22 and sent in care of M.P.O. 1106

(Vancouver). This cover arrived after the
Glory had docked and its passengers gone to
the Macaulay Point reception centre; from
Vancouver it was forwarded to Victoria, B.C.

and delivered to L/C Harold Baker at Macau-
lay Point.

HMCHS Letitia - November 12
The last Canadian ship to return from

Manila was the Royal Canadian Navy Hos-
pital Ship HMCHS Letitia, which left Manila
on November L2 and arrived at Vancouver
on December 6.

The Letitia brought the Canadian and
British repatriation teams back to Canada as
well as the last member oI "C" Force, Private
Earl Mossman of Lunenburg, Nova Scotia.
Private Mossman was liberated from the
Japanese POW camp at Kyushu and taken
to Manila. Due to his medical condition, the
doctors would not let him leave earlier. Also
aboard the Letiticr were 23 British LPOWs, a

Norwegian merchant marine, and 8 French

i
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Figure 81. Cnnadinrt air letter sent to an nrrizting Canadian abonrd the Glory. - Courtesy
of the Ken Ellison Collection.2o
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Figure 82. Nezospaper article referring to
Mossman coming home. Halifax Herald,
ber 6, L945.

and Irish priests. Fig.82 shows a newspaper
clipping with the notice that Private Moss-
man was on his way home.

On October 3,1945, the Ottawa Eaening
Citizen had this story:

All of the 30,805 known Allied war
prisoners and cioilian internees from
lapan and Korea haae been ettacuated...
The list of those eaacuated includes 10,099
Americans, 957 Canadians,9,370 from the
British lsles, 2,L08 Australians, and 581"

from Holland.

This total does not include the liberated
prisoners from China, Manchuria, Formosa
and Hong Kong.

Welcome Cards
TWo "Welcome" cards were printed and

given to the LPOWs on their arrival in BC.
One card was printed by
the Government of the
Province of British Co-
lumbia and the otherby
the City o{ Victoria. Fig. 83
shows the welcome card
presented by the Mayor
and Council of Greater
Victoria printed brown on
white card.

A second Welcome
card was given to the
British and Canadian
LPOWs upon arrival.
The card in fig. 84 was
printed in blue and
presented by the Govern-
ment of the Province of
British Columbia.

Figures 83 and 84 were
presented to the freed
POWS upon arrival in
Canada. As they trav-

Priztate
Decem-

Figure 83. Welconte cnrd giaen to each Britislt and Cnnsdinn LPOW arritting nt
Esquimnlt or Victoria, BC, - CWM 20120037-022.2 George Metcalf Archiual
Collection, Canadn War Museum.
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Figure 84. Welconte cnrd gil)en to British ard Catndiatt LPOWs nrri'oing ilt Cmmdn.

eled across Canada, the
cities of Calgary and
Winnipeg also issued
Welcome cards. Fig. 85
shows a card presented
to Canadian LPOWs at
Winnipeg (Winnipeg
of course was the home
of the Winnipeg Grena-
diers).

Conclusions
This article de-

scribes in detail the
arrangements made
for returning liberated
POWs from Asia to
Canada after the end
of World War II. It also
discusses the proce-
dures used to expedite
and deliver their mail.
No other single source
lists all the ships used
for transporting these
LPOWs. Quotes from
contemPorary newsPa-
pers should strengthen
the readers'under-
standing of this major
undertaking.
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City of Kawartha Lakes Library has relevant
newspaper clippings digitized and avail-
able at http://vitacollections.calckl-dieitalc-
ollection/search. The Canada War Museum
has several correspondences and diaries
of Canadian POWs who were captured at
Hong Kong and repatriated through Ma-
nila and Guam. Newspaper clippings of the
Hamilton Spectator, the Toronto Globe and Mail
and some other Canadian papers are freely
available on the internet on the Canada War
Museum web site: www.warmuseum.ca/
cwm/exhibitions/newspapers/canad awar/
canadawar e.shtml. Australian newspapers
have been digitized by the National Library
of Australi4 and are available for use, free

on the internet through the National Library
of Australia.
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